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Amendments to the Claims: 

1. (Currently amended): A system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory having computer executable instructions stored thereon, the computer 
executable instructions programmed to: 

provide a first encrypted software license for a first version of Qn - applioation_ a 
software product on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license has 
a rank; 

receive a request to access a software license for the first version of the 
appltea tt oH software product : 

prior to providing user access to any software license for the first version of the 
application software product : 

obtain, at the software hcensing module, a product identifier that indicates 

on application a software product type of the first version of the application 

software product : 

search the computing system and identifying at least a second version of 
the application software product that includes the same application software 
product type indicated by the product identifier; 

based on the identified second version of the application software product , 
identify a second encrypted software license stored on the computer system, 
wherein the second encrypted software license is for the identified second version 
of the application software product, wherein the second encrypted software 
license has a rank; 

compare the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the 
second encrypted software hcense to determine which of the first encrypted 
software license and the second encrypted software license includes a higher 
ranked broader license and to determine which of the first encrypted software 
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license and the second encrypted software license includes a lesser ranked 
narrower license; 

decrj^t the broad e r higher ranked license; and 

after the decryption, provide user access to the decrypted broad e r higher 
ranked license while not providing access to the Bf ureweF lesser ranked license. 

2.-88. (Cancelled). 

89. (Previously presented): The system of claim 1 , wherein the rank of the first 
encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software license are at least one 
member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, and a rank based on a 
term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software 
license. 

90. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the product identifier of the 
first version of the application sofiware product includes a software product description. 

91 . (Currentiy amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein searching the computing 
system and identifying the second version of the application software product that includes the 

same application software product type indicated by the product identifier includes accessing a 
SKU file and matching the product identifier to a product identifier of the second version of the 
application software product located in the SKU file. 

92. (Previously Presented): The system of claim 1 , wherein the broader license is at 
least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted software license and the second 
encrypted software license. 

93. -94. (Cancelled). 
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95. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the product identifier of the 
first version of the application software product is obtained from configuration data of the first 
version of the application software product . 

96. (Currently amended): The system of claim 1 , wherein the product identifier of the 
first version of the application software product is obtained fix)m a system registry of the first 
version of m application the software product . 

97. (Currently amended): A computer-implemented method comprising: 
providing a first encrypted software license for a first version of m application a software 

product on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software hcense has a rank; 

receiving a request to access a software hcense for the first version of the applicatioH 
software product : 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier that indicates m 
application a software product type of the first version of the applieatie a software product : 

searching the computing system and identifying at least a second version of the 
application software product that includes the same apphcation software product type indicated 
by the product identifier; 

based on the identified second version of the a f ^ioation software product , identifying a 
second encrypted software Hcense stored on the computer system, wherein the second encrypted 
software license is for the identified second version of the application software product, wherein 
the second encrypted software license has a rank; 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software license to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determine which of the first encrypted software license and the 
second encrypted software license includes a broad e r higher ranked license and to determine 
which of the first encrypted software license and the second encrypted software license includes 
a narrow e r lesser ranked license; 

decrypting the b Feader higher ranked license; and 
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providing user access to the decrypted breadoF higher ranked license while not providing 
access to the narrow e r lesser ranked license. 

98. (Previously presented): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the rank of the first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted software 
license are at least one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software developer rank, 
and a rank based on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license and the second 
encrypted software license. 

99. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier of the first version of the appHoation software product includes a software 
product description. 

1 00. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
searching the computing system and identifying the second version of the application that 
includes the same application software product type indicated by the product identifier includes 
accessing a SKU file and matching the product identifier to a product identifier of the second 
version of the applieation software product located in the SKU file. 

101. (Previously presented): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the broader license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted software 
license and the second encrypted software license. 

102. -103. (Cancelled). 

104. (Currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier of the first version of the application software product is obtained fi"om 
configuration data of the first version of the application software product . 
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105. (Cxirrently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 97, wherein 
the product identifier of the first version of the application software product is obtained from a 
system registry of the first version of an application software product . 

106. (Currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium having computer 
executable instructions, the instructions comprising: 

providing a first encrypted software license for a first version of m appHoation a software 
product on a computing system, wherein the first encrypted software license has a rank; 

receiving a request to access a software license for the first version of the application 
software product : 

obtaining, at the software licensing module, a product identifier that indicates an 
application a software product type of the first version of the application software product : 

searching the computing system and identifying at least a second version of the 
application that includes the same application software product type indicated by the product 
identifier; 

based on the identified second version of the application, identifying a second encrypted 
software license stored on the computer system, wherein the second encrypted software license is 
for the identified second version of the application software product wherein the second 
encrypted software license is associated with a rank; 

comparing the rank of the first encrypted software hcense to the rank of the second 
encrypted software license to determine which of the first encrypted software license and the 
second encrypted software license includes a broader higher ranked license and to determine 
which of the first encrypted software hcense and the second encrypted software hcense includes 
a narrower lesser ranked license; 

decrypting the broad e r higher ranked license; and 

providing user access to the decrypted broad e r higher ranked license while not providing 
access to the narrower lesser ranked license. 
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107. (Previously presented): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the rank of the first encrypted software license and the rank of the second encrypted 
software license are at least one member of a group comprising: a pregenerated software 
developer rank, and a rank based on a term comparison of the first encrypted software license 
and the second encrypted software license. 

108. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the product identifier of the first version of the application software product includes a 
software product description. 

109. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein searching the computing system to identify the second version of the application that 
includes the same application software product type indicated by the product identifier includes 
accessing a SKU file and matching the product identifier to a product identifier of the second 
version of the application located in the SKU file. 

110. (Previously presented): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 106, 
wherein the broader license is at least one member of a group comprising: the first encrypted 
software license and the second encrypted software license. 

111. -112, (Cancelled). 

113. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 06, 
wherein the product identifier of the first version of the application software product is obtained 
from configuration data of the first version of the application software product . 

1 1 4. (Currently amended): The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1 06, 
wherein the product identifier of the first version of the applioation software product is obtained 
firom a system registry of the first version of an application software product . 
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